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Consultation on Introducing a Statutory Register of Lobbyists
January 2012
Background
One EM is coordinating a response to the Cabinet Office’s consultation on Introducing a Statutory Register of Lobbyists. The purpose of the consultation is to give all interested parties, including the VCS, the opportunity to comment on the policy options that will underpin the establishment of a statutory register of lobbyists.
The Cabinet Office consultation is open to 13 April. The government will take all responses into account before bringing forward the legislation for debate in parliament.

Below we have drawn out the key elements of the paper relevant to the VCS and the three questions we would like your responses to. To give us time to collate our response to the consultation, please provide your responses by Friday 4 April.
To read the full discussion paper visit www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/proposals-register-lobbyists.

Introduction
The coalition government is committed to introducing a statutory register of lobbyists, with the aim of increasing the information available about lobbyists without unduly restricting their free and ability to represent the views of those they are lobbying on behalf of, or deter members of the public from getting involved in policy making.
Lobbying, which involves influencing public policy, government decisions and legislation, can improve results and ensure that those developing and considering the options are better informed about the consequences of those options. It is a legitimate activity that has been carried out for many years in many different forums by a wide variety of individuals and groups; however, where it is not transparent it can undermine public confidence in the decision-making process and its results.
The purpose of the UK register would be to increase transparency by making available to the public, decision makers and other interested parties, authoritative and easily-accessible information about who is lobbying and for whom. This will help ensure that those seeking to influence decisions are open to scrutiny, and improve knowledge about the lobbying process and the accountability of those involved in it.

The register will not cover the normal interaction between constituents and their MPs or the essential flow of information between community and other organisations and Government. It will also aim not to be an obstacle to necessary interaction with policy makers or a burden on those working as lobbyists or who employ lobbyists.
At the end of the consultation process and analysis of its responses, the government envisages introducing legislation to create a statutory register, run by an independent body, which collects information on lobbyists and their clients. 
Consultation questions
We would welcome responses to the following questions from the Cabinet Office consultation.
	The government proposes that the term lobbyists should be defined as “those who seek to influence or change government policy on behalf of a third party”. 

Do you agree with this definition? If not, how do you think the terms lobbyists and lobbying should be defined?

	


	The Government is considering which exemptions should be in place on the duty to register in the UK, including those lobbying on behalf of interest groups, including charities.

Do you think that organisations which engage in lobbying on behalf of interest groups should be required to register? If so, how might this be captured in the definition of lobbying or lobbyists?

	


	The Government does not want to discourage the normal activity between constituents and MPs.

Should there be an explicit exemption included in the definition of lobbying or lobbyists to cover this? 

	


How to respond

Please send your responses to us at information@one-em.org.uk or to Claire Chapman, Information & Membership Officer, One East Midlands, 7 Mansfield Road, Nottingham NG1 3FB by Friday 4 April. This will give us time to collate them into our full response to the Cabinet Office consultation.
One East Midlands
One East Midlands is a regional voluntary and community sector infrastructure organisations for the East Midlands. We work to ensure that the voluntary and community sector is actively engaged with key regional bodies and other partners, from across the public, statutory, business and social enterprise sectors. We bring together organisations that support voluntary and community groups across the region to influence and shape policy, improve services and provide a point of contact at a regional level.
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