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Membership Criteria
Introduction

Membership of Derbyshire Learning and Development Consortium (DLDC) is dependent on the proposed member meeting the requirements of the organisation’s constitution and having activities and governance that are consistent with the organisation’s objects.  The following criteria were agreed by the Board on 21st November 2008 as being the most effective way of translating these requirements into a clear and accurate approach for identifying organisations’ eligibility for membership.

Membership criteria

Eligibility for membership is defined by meeting the following four criteria:

1. Geography: The organisation is based in or has a branch in Derbyshire.
2. Governance: The organisation can clearly demonstrate that it works outside the statutory sector and has a not-for-profit motive at the heart of its governance arrangements.

3. Purpose: The organisation is involved in developing and delivering learning and development opportunities

4. Benefit: The organisation’s constitution demonstrates that its activities clearly benefit the community by addressing social inequalities through improving access to learning opportunities for disadvantaged groups or organisations that support these groups.

Process

Where these four criteria are indisputably met, the Chief Executive will approve the membership application.  Where it is uncertain whether these criteria are met, the Chief Executive will seek clarification from the applicant and the matter will be considered by the Finance and General Purposes Committee (F&GP).

Any applicant that appears not to fulfil these criteria will be written to by the F&GP Committee Chair with an explanation.  The applicant will be given information about their ability to become an Affiliate to the Consortium or to lodge an appeal to the full Board to have their application reconsidered.

Affiliate status

Any organisation from any sector that is ineligible for membership under the criteria explained above will be able to access services on a commercial basis by applying for affiliate status.  Affiliate status will be agreed under the following conditions:

1. The organisation is based in Derbyshire and undertakes training and development activity

2. The organisation is willing to work in partnership with DLDC and is sympathetic to DLDC’s ethos and values

3. The organisation does not pose a threat to DLDC or the delivery of its projects and services

The assessment of an affiliate application will follow the same process as for membership.  That is approval by the Chief Executive and referral to the F&GP committee in instances where there is uncertainty.

Charges for affiliates to access services will be set according to a balance of market rates and full cost recovery.  Affiliates will not benefit from member discounts nor enjoy the constitutional rights associated with membership.

